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the 

TOLEDO, OHIO                                    www.toledopowersquadron.org                                          October 2019 

 

General Membership Meeting 

Tuesday October 1, 2019 

Toledo Sail and Power Squadron  

at 

The Ottawa River Yacht Club 

5844 Edgewater Dr, Toledo, OH 

(Point Place) 

             1730 - 1830 Social Hour  

                                                  1830 - 1930  Dinner 

                                    1930 - Meeting/Program 

Program will be by Matt Cross of the Toledo Zoo on the Sturgeon release program into the 

Maumee River.   

   Dinner by Michael's Cafe and Bakery and will consist of meatless Manicotti and Lasagna (with 

meat) along with green beans almondine, salad, garlic rolls and butter.  Cake for desert  

Cash Bar                                Cost will be $15.00            

 

Reservations are due to Lucia Rooks by Friday September 27th 

For reservations email to Lucrus@buckeye-express.com   

or call Lucia at (419) 882-6623 

 

Reservations not canceled 24 hours in advance will be charged. 

mailto:Lucrus@buckeye-express.com
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TOLEDO SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 

2019 BRIDGE 

Commander ………...…………….. Fred Zibbel, JN 

 Home   567-395-4759 

 Email fredzibbel@yahoo.com 

Executive Officer……………... John Miga, JN 

 Home   419-539-4253 

 Email migajm@bex.net 

Educational Officer …….Nelson Evans, AP 
 Cell  419-376-1415 

 Email  nevans811@gmail.com  

Administrative Officer………..... John Mather, P 

                           Home  419-878-2426 

 Cell   419-297-7807 

 Email matherlaw@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary…………………………….…Joyce Mease, P 

                           Home 419-382-4401 

 Cell  419–290-4401 

                          Email  joycemease@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer ………………………….Larry D. Cole, SN 

 Home   734-243-4282 

 Cell       734-755-7252 

 Email  boater734@chartermi.net 

 

 

 

2019 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Cdr Fred Zibbel, JN              P/C  Leonard Buck, JN-IN 

Lt/C John Miga, JN  P/C  Rita Buck, S 

Lt/C Nelson Evans, AP Lt Frank Czerniejewski, S 

Lt/C John Mather, P  Lt Rickie Waugh 

Stf/C Larry D. Cole, SN Lt Keith Rooks, P 

Lt /C Joyce Mease, P Lt Dan Strohmeier, S 
 

 

“THE BREEZE” 

This official  publication of The Toledo Sail & 

Power Squadron is published 11 months per 

year.  Deadline to submit articles is the 1st of 

the month.  Send articles to Breeze Editor.  

 

 

Editor: Stf/C Larry D. Cole, SN 

 Cell 734-755-7252  

                  Email   boater734@chartermi.net 

 

 

Distribution P/C Felicia Evans, AP 

 Advertising Dale Overly, AP 

 Larry D. Cole, SN 

Printer Dave Schroeder 

 

Articles, opinions and advertisements do not 

necessarily reflect USPS® policy or endorsement 

unless so designated. 

 

 

Websites 

Toledo      www.toledopowersquadron.org 

District 29 www.usps.org/localusps/D29 

National www.usps.org 

 

 

The USPS® Mission 

To promote recreational boating safety 

through education and civic activities while 

providing fellowship for our members. 

 

 

PLANNED GIVING 

If you would like to include the Toledo 

Sail & Power Squadron in your estate plan 

or provide another kind of gift, please 

contact P/C Haynes Lee, Jr., AP. 

October Birthdays 

Squadron Meeting Dates and Times 

Tue  Oct 1 - General Mtg. @   Ottawa River Yacht Club 

 1730 Social hour, 1830 Dinner, 1930 Meeting  

Tue Oct 29 - Executive Mtg.  7:00pm @ Toledo Port Authority Bldg 

Tue  Nov 5 - General Mtg. @  TBD 

  1730 Social hour, 1830 Dinner, 1930 Meeting  

Tue Nov 26 - Executive Mtg.  7:00pm @ Toledo Port Authority Bldg 

Albert W. Hess 4 

Jean M. Balogh 6 

Daphna O. Gill 7 

Joseph R. Mercurio 10 

Donald J. Sudek 10 

Jeanie K. Lee 11 

Clyde H. Shaulis Jr. 12 

Haynes A. Lee Jr. 14 

Janice L. Leutz 16 

Leonard J. Buck 18 

Ronald P. Soka 18 

Larry D Cole 23 

Christmas Party 

Everyone remember that the Christmas Party is coming up soon and we are 
still in need of gift cards from local establishments. (10.00 or less)  Mark your 
calendar for December 7th. 

Thanks Rita 

Congratulations on 25 Years of Membership 

Lt/C Joyce Mease 

Ernie Mease 

John Laver 

Carla Laver 

Thank You!! 

Fred Zibbel 

mailto:cshoover@yahoo.com
mailto:joycemease@gmail.com
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From Your 2019 Commander  

Cdr Fred Zibbel, JN 

 
Cell     567-395-4759 

Email  fredzibbel@yahoo.com 

 
 

     September 23, 2019 is the Autumnal Equinox, the official beginning of fall.  It won’t be 
long before the trees put on their annual show of color and we start wearing jackets and 
sweaters.  This is my favorite time of the year, as I enjoy the cool weather and the beauty 

of the trees in all their glory.  From a boating perspective it’s a busy and sad time of the year, as it marks the coming 
end of the boating season.  Many will be busy preparing for the eventual haul-out, winterizing and storage of our 
boats.  Its kind of sad, but I think back to all the great times that were had as a squadron this summer.  Not to be 
dampened by high water or high winds, the scheduled cruises were fun, safe, and enjoyed by all who attended.  The 
Cruise/Rendezvous Committee is to be commended for making it all happen.  Thanks everyone! 

     Congratulations to Stf/C Larry Cole, SN-IN and D/Lt/C Jason Snook, SN-IN.  They completed Basic Power Boat Han-
dling to achieve certification as Inland Navigator (IN) in the Boat Operator Certification (BOC) program.  The Boat 
Operator Certification program recognizes the skills of USPS members at different levels of recreational boating pro-
ficiency.  To achieve certification at a given level, a candidate must complete Advanced Grade courses, seminars and 
elective courses, in addition to demonstrating their proficiency in a set of on-the-water practical skill tests.  In addi-
tion to Larry and Jason, P/C Leonard Buck, JN-IN, last year achieved the IN certification.  Currently, they are working 
to achieve the next level, which is Coastal Navigator (CN) and if all goes as planned they will be certified next year. 

     I would like to thank the 8 member families who enrolled in the Kroger Community Rewards program.  This pro-
gram costs nothing and when you use your Kroger Plus Card or Alternate ID, Kroger makes a donation to the Toledo 
Sail and Power Squadron.  This past quarter, we received a check for $38.71 and these funds were deposited into 
the Educational Fund to be used for general educational expenses.  If you have not yet signed up for the Community 
Rewards Program, please give it consideration.  $38.71 does not seem like much, but if we can get more members to 
sign up and get rewarded this amount or more, it could be significant.  

     I must admit I say the same thing every year, “Where did the summer go.”  This year is no different, except I am 
also saying, “Where did my year as commander go.”  I have a great Bridge, Executive Committee and many members 
who stepped up and volunteered time and resources to make 2019 a successful, safe and enjoyable year.  I cannot 
express enough thanks to this capable crew who continue to make the Toledo Sail and Power Squadron, successful, 
recognized and exciting.  You are very much appreciated.      

   

mailto:LtC_dshaulis@charter.net
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Did you learn anything this summer during your boating experiences?  Electrical issues 

plagued a few of us during our district cruise out.  With the new GFS switches at the mari-

nas many had trouble running their “amenities” without popping their breakers or the 

dockside breakers.  Make sure you check your electrical system to make sure it’s updated. 

A piloting class will start on September 18, 2019 at 6:30pm at the Port Authority building 

in the 2nd floor classroom.  Please call Phyllis Zibbel by August 23rd if you are interested.  

The cost is $58 for you book and materials. Let her know if you need a plotter ($7) and di-

vider ($12). 

Hopefully sometime in October we’ll be able to have an instructor’s course.  Stay tuned. 

DEO Hoover and I have been asked to present at the USPS’s governing board in Louisville, KY in September to share 

our Squadron’s experience in getting people to attend our classes.  If there was something that drew you to our 

classes please give me a call so I can share it with other squadrons. 

Be safe and be an example to others.  Share your knowledge with other boaters whenever you get a chance. 

 “Sharing your experiences and knowledge with others is life changing for both!” 

Elective and Advanced courses 2019 & 2020;  (Contact Nelson Evans to sign up) 

 Piloting:   Starting September 18, 2019          Marine Navigation (currently offered as Piloting) 

 Marine Navigation is the first course in the sequence of USPS courses on navigation, covering the basics of coastal and inland navigation. 
This course focuses on navigation as it is done on recreational boats today and embraces GPS as a primary navigation tool while covering 
enough of traditional techniques so the student will be able to find his/her way even if their GPS fails. The course includes many in-class 
exercises, developing the student’s skills through hands-on practice and learning. Ten classes of two hours each normally are scheduled 
for presentation of this course. In addition the students have seven days to complete the open book exam. Topics covered include: 

Charts and their interpretation 
Navigation aids and how they point to safe water 
Plotting courses and determining direction and distance 
The mariner’s compass and converting between True and Magnetic 
Use of GPS – typical GPS displays and information they provide, setting up waypoints and routes, staying on a GPS route. 
Pre-planning safe courses and entering them into the GPS 
Monitoring progress and determining position by both GPS and traditional techniques such as bearings and dead reckoning 
The “Seaman’s Eye” – simple skills for checking that one is on course. 

 Advanced Piloting; Starting January 2020 

ABC classes 2019;  possible one in the fall (Contact Phyllis Zibbel to sign up) 

Let Nelson know if you have an interest in a specific class or seminar.  He will try to schedule one for you if there is 
enough interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Michigan, anyone born after December 

31, 1978 and in Ohio, anyone born after Jan-

uary 1, 1982 must take a safe boating class 

to operate a vessel with 10 hp or more.  

Education Officer 

Lt/C Nelson Evans, AP 

nevans811@gmail.com 

Cell:  419-376-1415 

Assistant Education Officer 

Lt Phyllis Zibbel, S 

phylzib@yahoo.com 

Home:  419-261-9060 

mailto:nevans811@aol.com
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 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES  August 27, 2019 at Port Authority 
 

Executive Committee Members Attending:  Cdr Fred Zibbel, JN; Lt/C John Miga, JN; Lt/C Nelson Evans, AP; Lt Rickie Waugh, S; Lt Frank 
Czerniejewski, S; Lt Dan Strohmeier, S; Stf/C Larry Cole, SN-IN; P/C John Mather, P; P/C Leonard Buck, JN-IN; Lt Keith Rooks, P; Lt/C Joyce 
Mease, P.  Also attending:   D/C Felicia Evans, AP; 1stLt Loriann Czerniejewski, S, Bill Paben, P.  

1900 Cdr Zibbel called meeting to order, led the Pledge of Allegiance, gave the invocation.  Quorum confirmed.   

Minutes of 7/30/19:  motion by Nelson Evans to approve, 2nd  by Larry Cole.  No objections.       

Executive Officer  - John Miga  Vessel Safety Checks:  Toledo Squadron 2nd in District 29 with 70 completed.  No other com-
mittee reports.   

Educational Officer – Nelson Evans 

Announced tonight that Fred Zibbel’s required “sights folder”, as part of working on IN (Inland Navigation), has passed.   

Weather:  Nelson expects to have a Weather instructor lined up.   

Instructor Certification: had planned to do at District 29 level – glitch has developed with that.  Instruction Certification is im-
portant.  Please contact Nelson if interested in being an instructor for the squadron and becoming certified.  Squadron could 
use more instructors.                                                                                                   

Piloting  Larry Cole is teaching.  Currently have 6 students for the class (some indicate taking again for the review).  Location:  2nd floor con-
ference room at the Toledo Port Authority Building on Water Street.  Great classroom.  September 18, 26   October, 2, 9, 16, 24, 30  

If you would like to take Piloting, please contact Phyllis Zibbel at phylzib@yahoo.com  or call  419-261-9060 and let her know. 

Administrative Officer–John Mather – October general membership meeting originally planned for Maumee River Yacht Club – 
won’t work out due to cost of meeting room.  Now planning October meeting at Jolly Roger instead.  

Cruises:  Kelleys Island – great time with 8 boats, 27 attended (5 or 6 of those non-members).  Harsens Island – small turnout 
but again a very good time, thanks to Larry Cole and Jason Snook who did the planning.  Put-in-Bay Historical Weekend, Dan 
Strohmeier reports have 4 boats signed up, at B dock.     

Treasurer:  Larry Cole   Distributed his regular monthly report.  Squadron in good shape.        

Secretary:   Joyce Mease     No report. 

Commander’s Report:  Fred Zibbel 

8 families currently involved in squadron’s Kroger Rewards program.  This quarter we earned $38.  Fred encourages others to 
sign up.   

Squadron get well cards to Dale Overly and to Jim Sommers.   Sympathy card to Ray Abair’s wife.  Boni Thibert has received her 
25 year membership card and pin.  Boni was not home at Neebish Island when personally delivered, so her friendly neighbor 
made sure Boni got it. 

Merit Mark Book – Just a few have submitted reports.  Fred stresses be sure to submit your volunteer hours.   

Committee Reports:   Membership:  Toledo and Columbus each have same number of members -  133.        

Old Business    none       

New Business    Discussion about National’s new proposed Strategic Plan – Dist 29 Cdr Felicia Evans asks that we offer our opin-
ions – several major changes under consideration (combining of Districts, eliminating some positions).  We will probably see 
many changes in the USPS organization.  

Good of the Squadron:  Bill Paben attended meeting tonight and gave interesting ideas about the summer Put-in-Bay Boy Scout 
weekend when they camp at the Put-in-Bay Monument with a lot of adults attending.  He thought perhaps a Squadron display 
or maybe Toledo Squadron could teach some boating safety or take Scouts out on boats at that time as part of a Scout badge 
requirement.  Other ExecComm suggestions were to teach the troop at the Camp Miakonda location or a location in Port Clin-
ton or Sandusky.  Bill was thanked for his good ideas and Nelson asked him to get the Boy Scout badge requirements in order 
to further discuss the ideas.  Bill Paben also suggests that for general meetings we should stress the dinner reservation deadline 
date and hold to it.  At the recent Brandywine meeting even though his reservation was made timely there were many late res-
ervations.  He ended up being served last and very late.       

At 2000 Motion to adjourn by Dan Strohmeier, 2nd by Larry Cole.  No objections.  Meeting adjourned. Respectfully submitted, Joyce Mease, 
secretary 

mailto:phylzib@yahoo.com
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 A “Merit Mark” (MM) is awarded by the chief commander to a member for substantial personal effort in further-

ing the interest, programs and objectives of USPS, its districts and squadrons. It is a coveted award; it is by and large 

the only official recognition members receive for their efforts. Only one merit mark may be awarded in a year to a 

member, no matter how extensive the contribution. A certificate is issued, and a special insigne may be worn on 

USPS uniforms. 

Merit Marks 

The criteria for individuals to realize it amounts a few hours of 

Personal time dedicated to the Toledo Sail and Power Squadron 
to bring forth Exposure to Public Safe Boating Education. Listed  

below are some simple recommendations that will qualify you 
for due recognition. 

Taught Educational Courses 
Assisted Educational Courses 
Attended Meetings and participating within 
Took park in Committee Meetings 
Served on a telephone calling committee 
Served on a Cooperative Charting Committee 
Served as a Cruise and Rendezvous Committee 
Worked on a Publication Committee 
Worked at Boat Shows 
Worked on a Public Relations Committee 
Worked or served on a Parade Committee 
Worked at a Change of Watch 
Worked on a Conference Committee 
Served on a Vessel Safety Check Committee 
Prepared a Squadron Program  
Active with other organizations promoting Safe Boating 

Be creative about your efforts. If you performed anything that 
furthere Promotes the Toledo Sail and Power Squadron wellbe-
ing, tell us about it. If you cannot identify your own efforts, do 
not expect an Officer or  Committee Chair to remember every-
one and everything occurring during the year.  Be proud of your 
efforts and “LET US KNOW” what you think You are worth to 
yourself. 

2019 Toledo Sail and Power Squadron Merit Mark 

Merit Mark Activity Report Form 

    

Member Name       

    

Activity Performed       

    hrs   

    

Activity Performed       

    hrs   

    

Activity Performed       

    hrs   

    

Activity Performed       

    hrs   

    

Activity Performed       

    hrs   

    Please fill out the form and turn it into  Stf/C Larry Cole not later than October 15th. Forms may also be emailed to  

boater734@chartermi.net 

Photos from the Kelleys Island Rendezvous 
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 Remember the Eastland… 

The Eastland: built in Port Huron, Michigan by the Jenks Shipbuilding Co. 

Her length was 265 ft. and a beam of 38.2ft 

Her depth was 19.5ft 

Equipped with 2 triple expansion, coal fired, steam engines 

Launched in 1903. 

   Eastland was considered a very modern, even posh, vessel for her time and was to be used for day passengers and fruit 
transportation across Lake Michigan to Chicago, originally operating between South Haven and Chicago.  Her owners, the 
Michigan Steamship Company, wanted a fast vessel with a low wetted surface since speed would be of essence in the fruit 
trade (as these products were extremely perishable).  The idea was to be able to save coal and save time and therefore make 
money.   

  Yet Eastland’s problems began as soon as she went down the ways: one of the first being that the vessel had an ornery habit 
of shedding propeller blades. The situation was reportedly blamed on her extremely powerful engines.  The problem was cor-
rected by using one-piece propellers instead of those with individual, detachable blades (a design that enabled the replace-
ment of individual blades in case of damage and far less down time and cost for the vessel). 

  But the second problem was far more serious and would plague the vessel all her life. It was soon detected that the Eastland 
was “tender” when launched.  Tender is a term not all are familiar with…let’s just say the vessel was tippy.  There are two main 
reasons why this problem would occur.  The first one was that the Eastland had no keel.  The idea was to have fast engines so 
the vessel would stay higher in the water and make better speed.  Thus the vessel was designed with a low wetted surface.   
The second reason would be that the boat was terribly “top heavy.”  This idea to save coal meant that the draft of the vessel 
was cut in half.  “To insure stability”, according to naval architect, John Devereaux York in 1911 …” sixty percent of the hull, 
measuring from the keel to the superstructure, should have been under water.  The actual figure for the Eastland was thirty 
percent!” 

  Yet, the original owners commissioned W.J. Wood (around 1903-1904) a highly respected naval architect, to rectify her wick-
ed characteristics but neglected to provide him with a copy of her architectural drawings, allocating him only $12,000 for the 
job, $2,000 for experimenting and $10,000 for reconstruction.  Because he was almost working with one hand tied behind his 
back, all he could do was to remove the staterooms from the top deck and relocate her two steam engines.  He also recom-
mended that the Eastland’s ballast compartments be kept completely full whenever possible.  

   In 1907 the Eastland was sold to Cleveland investors, many being city officials and the Cleveland’s mayor, Tom L. Johnson, 
who operated the ship under the header of the Eastland Navigation Company. Although the Eastland carried a full load of pas-
sengers and was always busy, she did not make the money that her investors believed possible. The summer season lasted 
only a few months, and that caused a lack of competent men for the Eastland, which was hard to obtain due to the short sea-
son. That and maintenance, plus all those free boat passes for political favors were eating up the profits.  While the Eastland 
had carried thousands of passengers safely, without fatalities, the vessel was well known to be tender and because of being so 
high out of the water she had numerous altercations with piers and docks, yet that was generally overlooked. 

   Now along the western shore communities of Lake Michigan, the fruit belt area, believed that their coastline could indeed 
use summertime lake passenger services.  This was vital to the economy since those with money from Milwaukee to Chicago 
ran away from the hot, humid temperatures to the cool western lake breezes afforded these little communities.  The summer 
people would bring in a welcomed prosperity and a shipping line was just the thing to bring them in. What helped bring on this 
viewpoint was the discontinuance of the Graham & Morton line due to the demise of E.A. Graham.    And so, the Eastland was 
purchased by the late E.A. Graham’s son-in-law, Mr. William H. Hull; forming the St. Joseph and Chicago Steamship Line 
(approx. 1914-1915).  The new steamship line was to be owned by farmers and fruit growers with no working knowledge of 
the shipping business.   Now the profitable summer season could end but the harvest season would just be beginning…and 
money was to be made by all. 

  It is interesting to note that the original cost of the Eastland was $325,000, the Cleveland group wanted $150,000 for the ves-
sel which was roughly ten years old and yet, no questioned this bargain price. 

To be continued… 

Balt “Boni” Thibert SN 

Ojibway Princess   Issue 79 
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3 for $ 4.75 

New advertiser — please support with you business. 
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BETTER BOATING 
THROUGH EDUCATION 
Toledo Power Squadron 

5004 W Albain Rd 

Monroe, MI 48161 

              Toledo Yacht Club 

              Home of the Mills Trophy Race 

             Memberships Available 

~              Deep Water Docks ~ In-ground pool ~Tennis ~ 

Restaurant~~Bar ~Banquet rooms ~Shelter House~ 

Small boat storage ~Monthly events 

www.toledoyachtclub.com 

419-726-3485 

Bayview Park, 3900 N. Summit St. Bldg 2, Toledo, Ohio 43611 


